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Walla Walla Regional Shoreline Master Program Updates 

Regional Working Group 

March 30, 2015 

Meeting Summary 

 

Location: Training Room, Walla Walla County Public Health and Legislative Building, 

  314 West Main, 2nd floor, Walla Walla County, WA 

 

Regional Working Group 

 Attendees: Mike Buckley – Property Owner  

   Chuck Carruthers - Walla Walla County Planning Commission 

   Sheryl Cox – Property Owner  

Mark Grandstaff – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife  

Jim Kuntz – Port of Walla Walla  

   Bruce McCaw – Walla Walla County Planning Commission 

Don Schwerin – Citizens for Good Governance 

   

Absent: Brian Burns – Tri State Steelheaders 

  Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation [Vacant] 

  Greater Walla Walla Chamber of Commerce [Vacant] 

  Larry Hooker – Walla Walla County Conservation District  

Brent Potts – City of Prescott Planning Commission 

  Jaime Short – Washington State Department of Ecology  

Mark Wagoner – Gardena Irrigation District 

 

Regional Shoreline Master Program Update Project Management Team: 

   Bill Stalzer – Project Team Leader 

   Elizabeth Chamberlain – City of Walla Walla Representative 

 

Consultants:  Dan Nickel – The Watershed Company 

 

City/County Staff: Lauren Prentice – Walla Walla County Community Development Dept. 

 Blake Nass – Walla Walla County Community Development Dept. 

 

One member of the general public were in attendance. 

 

The meeting started at 6:06 p.m. 

 

Bill Stalzer opened the meeting by stating that he and Dan Nickel would work on addressing all of 

the comments that members had placed on the draft document, use matrices as well as maps.  In 

addition, Mr. Stalzer encouraged members to take a close look at the maps to check for errors and 

inconsistencies and let him and the working group know of any comments. 

Dan Nickel led members in a discussion of the environmental designations along the Snake River.  

Environmental designation changes made since the last meeting were pointed out by Mr. Nickel.  

Members pointed out the following items: 

 Culvert locations along the Snake River clarifying needed high water mark adjustments. 
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 The critical importance of the Sheffler grain elevator along the Snake River for the 

agricultural activities nearby. 

 

Jim Kuntz identified that having the proper environmental designation applied to the Sheffler grain 

elevator would be critical in allowing the development of its current uses and support of the local 

agriculture industry.  In addition, two Port of Walla Walla shoreline properties (one near Burbank and 

a second just north of the Boise Cascade property in the Attalia UGA) that are currently 

undeveloped were identified and flagged to have their environmental designation reviewed.  Mr. 

Kuntz will provide more information to Bill Stalzer on these properties. 

Mr. Nickel then moved on to a discussion of environmental designations along Yellowhawk Creek 

and Walla Walla River area. A primary point of discussion here was on the development potential of 

lots surrounding Yellowhawk Creek based on zoning (which is primary Rural Residential 5 (RR-5), 

and having the environmental designations recognize the zoning. 

The upper Mill Creek area was discussed next; a large portion of the area is in the Rural Residential 

Mill Creek 5 (RRMC-5) zoning district.  Mr. Nickel said that at the last meeting the Rural 

Conservancy designation was discussed to be the most fitting designation for much of this stretch as 

it allows both residential and agricultural development. 

A discussion of the SMP use matrices and the draft document was led by Mr. Nickel and Mr. Stalzer.  

Members pointed out the following items: 

 Consensus for no duplicate definitions between CAO and SMP definitions. 

 Change in the vegetation conservation standard from a percentage based survival rate to a 

standards in pre-existing literature that has been recognized. 

 The fact that dredge waste disposal is a conditional use in the Natural designations. 

Members discussed the intent of the language specifying industrial operations around shorelines 

and their implementation of public access.  It was determined that such access should be 

considered with attention being paid to security and safety.   

Mr. Stalzer opened the meeting for public comment; no comments were submitted 

The meeting ended at 8:49 p.m. 


